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they have discovered with the Halloween visit from
the “Dairy Fairy.” Many positive things have been
occurring in Chimney Rock; could it be his
appearance and spell? Whether serving you in the
dairy department at Ingles or calling your winning
number in bingo the 15t Friday of every month, (Ackie
Okpych, aka The Dairy Fairy) shares his time and
talent to bring a light touch to improving Chimney
Rock. Who is doing something special in your
community? Let us know (and send photos).

Perhaps Chimney Rock will share some of the magic
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We are working with Rob Bell at the Blue Ridge National Heritage Area (BRNHA) office
to finalize the contracts for this year’s BRNHA grants for our small towns. We anticipate
this work to be completed by early July. When the contracts are signed, we can begin
reimbursement for approved projects. Our beginning date for work was April 19t and we
will have until December 1, 2006 to complete the projects. Please remember to take
photos before, during and after your projects and provide us with copies of any news
coverage you receive. Remember, we need to have thorough documentation of expenses
for reimbursements. If you have questions and want general information, contact me. If
you desire to have specific and accurate answers to your questions, contact Donna.




June 7 provided all of us a time to come together to share,
learn and inspire each other. Representatives from ten of our
communities attended the meeting at Warren-Wilson
College. We were pleased to have many of our partners
attend the event and learn first hand the work you are doing
to improve your town and build community. I hope that most
of you were able to meet and visit with Art Jackson and
Yolanda Burwell from the Rural Center’s NC STEP program,
Ebonie Alexander and Bianca Gomez from the NC Initiative,
Penn Dameron and Rob Bell from the BRNHA, Art Rice from
the NCSU School of Design, Bryan Bell and his students from
Design Corps, NC Heritage officers, Helen Ruth Almond and
Frankie McWhorter, our outstanding presenter, Dave Ivan,
the DCA staff and intern from the Asheville Regional office,
and our HandMade staff. We want to continue these
partnerships and explore new opportunities to work together.
Thank you for making the effort and giving us your valued
time to attend. Special congratulations to Crossnore for
capturing the attendance award with a delegation of nine.




NCSTEP

Kick-offs and Banners

Participants in our two clusters are scheduling and preparing for kick off events this
August and September. Chimney Rock, Crossnore, Bryson City, Bakersville and Hayesville
have set dates and Mars Hill has set a tentative date. We look forward to getting the rest of
the kick off events scheduled and coordinated with the Rural Center by early July. Our
office will prepare the two cluster banners, once we receive all of the individual logos from
each community. We still need several more. Please try and get these to us by July 14th!

Next Steps

Our next steps will be developing and strengthening our leadership teams and beginning
our planning process. We want to have updated work plans in each community, addressing
local initiatives and where feasible, programs and activities which are regional and provide
linkage with one or more of the communities in the cluster. David, Erin, Becky and other
members of the HandMade staff will be available to assist you in the planning process. We
will try and match up the partners you met at the cluster meeting and others to assist you
with developing creative and effective plans. Once the planning process is underway, we
will begin working with the Rural Center to begin drawing funds for implementation over
the next two years.

Next Training Sessions

We have training events and the Rural Center Forum coming up in September and will
need to find several representatives from each of our two clusters to attend. We would like
to have at least three representatives from each cluster, but will welcome others who could
attend these sessions in Raleigh. We will have more details later this summer, but need to
line up our volunteers soon. We can reimburse your mileage, room and expenses for these
events from our planning funds. Please contact David if you will be able to attend. Becky
and David will be in Florida to present a Small Towns Institute for the Florida Main Street
Program, an event scheduled on these dates last year.

First STEP Training Session: September 12, Morning — September 13, Noon,
Raleigh

Rural Center Annual Forum: September 13, Noon — September 14, Noon,
Raleigh
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